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Trogram 

OF  THE 

CELEBRATION  OF  THE 

First  Centenary 


J^arch  //  to  i8j 


Lux  Oritur 


And  I will  b r ing  the  b 1 in  d by 
a way  that  the  y knew  not  ; 

I will  lead  the  m in  p a th  s 

that  the  y have  not  k n ow  n ; I will 
make  dark  ness  1 ight 

b e for  e the  m . 

Isaiah  xlii,  i6. 


The  motto  of  the  Institute 


C3n  march  15,  1 83 z,  in  a private  house 
on  Canal  Street,  New  York  City,  the  first 
class  of  blind  children  to  be  taught  in  the 
United  States  was  organized  by  Dr.  John 

Dennison  Russ.  And  from  that  day  to  this, 
one  hundred  years  later,  the  New  York 
Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  has 


continued  its  work  without  interruption. 


COMMEMORATION 

of  the 

One  Hundredth  Anniversary 

at  the 

ENGINEERING  SOCIETIES 
AUDITORIUM 

^9  West  Thirty-ninth  Street 
Manhattan 


Tuesday  evenings  iS/larch  1932. 
at  Eight-thirty  o’clock 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


J.  Lawrence  Aspinwall 
Linzee  Blagden 
Thomas  Ludlow  Clarke 
Howland  S.  Davis 
Carl  A.  DeGersdorff 
James  Lloyd  Derby 
Ernest  Fahnestock,  M.D. 
Edwin  Gould 
Edward  J.  Hancy 
Duncan  G.  Harris 


R.  McAllister  Lloyd 
George  N.  Miller,  M.D. 
Frederic  Potts  Moore 
J.  Archibald  Murray 
Junius  A.  Richards 
A.  Coster  Schermerhorn 
Alfred  E.  Schermerhorn 
Augustine  J.  Smith 
Paul  Tuckerman 
Arnold  Whitridge 


Edward  M.  Van  Cleve,  Principal 


COMMITTEES  OE 

On  Commemoration 
Exercises 

Mr.  Blagden 

Mr.  Davis 

Mr.  Smith 

Mr.  Tuckerman 

The  Principal 


ARRANGEMENTS 

On  Anniversary 
Exercises 

The  Principal 

Miss  Mary  B.  Schoonmaker 

Miss  Loretta  Butler 

Mr.  Robert  J.  Harvey 

Mr.  Russell  Pope 


Mr.  Arthur  H.  Richmond 


Trogram 

Mr.  Howland  S.  Davis,  President 
Board  of  Managers 
Presiding 


Chorus:  The  heavens  are  declaring  . . . Beethoven 

SENIOR  CHORUS  OF  THE  INSTITUTE 


Address:  Mr.  Howland  S.  Davis 
Address:  Hon.  George  W.  Wickersham 

FORMER  MEMBER,  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


Address:  Dr.  John  H.  Finley 

FORMER  COMMISSIONER  OF  EDUCATION,  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK 

Address:  Mr.  Edward  M.  Van  Cleve 

PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  INSTITUTE 

A Little  Journey  in  Folk  Music 

(With  Illustrations) 

Some  Songs  of  Other  Lands  and 
Four  English  Folk  Dances 

These  United  States 

As  Organized  by  Two  Blind  Boys 
(Map  Building) 


Hallelujah  Chorus,  from  **The  Messiah” 


. Handel 


PATRONESSES 


Mrs.  Theodore  J.  Abbott 
Miss  Lucy  Dubois  Akerly'*' 
Mrs.  Donald  Atkinson 
Mrs.  Linzee  Blagden 
Mrs.  J.  Nelson  Borland 
Mrs.  Henry  Breckenridge 
Mrs.  Roelif  H.  Brooks 
Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Clarke 
Mrs.  Livingston  Crosby 
Mrs.  William  B.  Cross'-' 
Mrs.  W.  Bayard  Cutting 
Mrs.  Howland  Davis 
Mrs.  Howland  S.  Davis 
Mrs.  Carl  A.  DeGersdorff 
Mrs.  Lee  Delafield 
Mrs.  Ernest  Fahnestock 
Mrs.  John  H.  Finley 
Mrs.  Lyttleton  Fox 
Mrs.  Douglas  Gibbons 
Mrs.  Lawrence  Godkin 
Mrs.  Edwin  Gould 
Mrs.  Edward  H.  Graham 
Mrs.  Edward  J.  Hancy 
Mrs.  Duncan  G.  Harris 
Mrs.  Milton  S.  Harrison 
Mrs.  John  Hubbard 
Mrs.  Thomas  Hunt 
Mrs.  Theodore  M.  Ives 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Ivison 
Mrs.  George  C.  Kobbe 
Mrs.  R.  McAllister  Lloyd 
Miss  Madeline  S.  Loomis 
Mrs.  Walter  B.  Mahony 


Mrs.  Clarence  G.  Michalis 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Migel 
Mrs.  Danforth  Miller 
Mrs.  George  N.  Miller 
Mrs.  j.  Archibald  Murray 
Mrs.  T.  Tertius  Noble 
Mrs.  Robert  Norwood 
Mrs.  Henry  Parish 
Mrs.  Herbert  Lee  Pratt 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Prescott 
Mrs.  John  Harsen  Rhoades 
Miss  Nina  Rhoades 
Mrs.  Junius  A.  Richards 
Mrs.  Julian  W.  Robbins 
Mrs.  James  Roosevelt 
Mrs.  Samuel  A.  Salvage 
Mrs.  Augustine  J.  Smith 
Mrs.  Alfred  E.  Schermerhorn 
Mrs.  a.  Coster  Schermerhorn 
Mrs.  James  Russell  Soley 
Mrs.  Theodore  A.  Steinway 
Mrs.  Ernest  M.  Stires 
Mrs.  James  B.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Benjamin  B,  Thayer 
Lady  White  Todd 
Mrs.  Charles  Edward  Tracy 
Mrs.  Samuel  A.  Tucker 
Mrs.  Paul  Tuckerman 
Mrs.  Edward  M.  Van  Cleve 
Mrs.  H.  Russ  Van  Vleck'-' 

Mrs.  Arnold  Whitridge 
Mrs.  George  W.  Wickersham 
Mrs.  Arnold  Wood'-' 


■Representing  the  families  of  the  Founders. 


^nnitiersiarp  €xmiM 


SOME  SCENES  IN 

Our  First  Century 


Schermerhorn  Hall 

Pelham  Parkway 
The  Bronx 


Wednesday  Evening,  March  i6 

aP  eight-thirty  o'clock 


Thursday  Afternoon,  March  17 

at  two-thirty  o'clock 


Friday  Afternoon,  March  18 

at  two  o'  clock 


i83i  ^ 1932- 


Sima  iWater 

Through  the  long  years  a beacon  light, 

O Alma  Mater  dear! 

Thy  sons  and  daughters  have  been  led 
By  thee  in  paths  made  clear; 

And  life  grows  more  beautiful 
And  darkness  with  its  pall 

At  thy  behest 

Is  light  before  our  way. 

All  the  years  we  have  spent  with  thee 
Are  years  we’ll  ne’er  forget; 

Our  hearts  are  full  of  memories 
Of  happy  days. 

Alma  Mater!  Alma  Mater!  Alma  Mater! 
Forevermore  we  sing  thy  praise! 

We  rejoice  in  the  faithful  ones 
Who  labored  for  thy  fame; 

A hundred  years  of  toil  and  care 
Were  given  in  thy  name. 

Our  hearts  burn  with  gratitude 
For  those  who  went  before; 

Their  spirit  lives 

With  us  forevermore. 

We  adore  thee,  we  honor  thee. 

We  pledge  our  love  anew; 

We  keep  aglow  the  memories 
Of  happy  days. 

Alma  Mater!  Alma  Mater!  Alma  Mater! 
Forevermore  we  sing  thy  praise! 


Trogram 


Opening  Song  Alma  Mater 

Written  and  Composed  for  this  Occasion  by  Director  of  Music 
Bassett  W.  Hough 


SOME  SCENES  IN 

Our  First  Century 


Interpreted  by  Edward  K.  Campbell 
as  CHORUS 

Assisted  by  Elmer  W.  Jennings 
as  TIME 


1.  Our  First  Exhibition,  December  13,  1832 


IE  Fanny  Crosby,  Poet  and  Hymnist,  1912  and  1854 


III.  William  Bell  Wait,  Educator,  1905  and  1872 


IV.  Boys  of  Today,  1932 


V.  Onward  to  the  Future 


THE  EVENING  POST. 


SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  15. 


Public  Meeting  in  favor  of  the  Blind. — At  a 
public  meeting,  held  at  the  City  Hotel,  on  Thursday  ove- 
nins,  Dec.  13ih,  1832,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Directors 
of  the  Institution  fcr  the  Bliiid,  the  Hon.  Gideon  I.ee  was 
called  to  the  Chair,  and  Alderman  Mandeville  and  Theo- 
dore Dwight  Jr.  were  appointed  Secretaries.  President 
Duer  and  Charles  King,  Esq.  were  also  elected  Vice 
Prc^iideiits. 

The  objects  of  the  meeting  having  been  stated  to  a 
large  and  very  respectable  audience,  by  Dr,  Ackerlv, 
President  of  the  Institution,  anfexamination  of  the  pu- 
pils, who  have  been  instructed  only  seven  months,  having 
takon  place  under  the  direction  of  their  Teacher,  Dr. 
Russ,  and  the  progress  they  have  make  in  reading,  wri- 
ting, arithmetic,  geography,  and  the  manufacture  of  use- 
ful articles  having  been  displayed ; an  address  was  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Piggott,  a blind  man,  60  years  of  age  ; 
after  which,  subscriptions  of  membership  to  the  society 
were  handed  in,  and  the  following  resolutions  submitted 
by  Mr.  J,  W.  Walker,  wer  e unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas  the  novel  and  interesting  spectacle  which  we 
have  just  witnessed,  shows  the  practability  and  utility  of 
instructing  the  Blind,  therefore 

Resolved.  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Institution  for  the 
blind  be  requested  to  persevere  in  their  laudable  endea- 
vours to  instruct  those  of  our  fellow  beings  who  arc  un- 
for  tunately  deprived  of  sight ; and  the  Instituticn  hwa  re- 
commended to  the  patronage  of  the  community,  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  attention  of  the  City  Authorities  and  the 
State  Legislature. 

Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to 
Mr.  Jennings  for  the  gratuitous  use  of  the  room  on  this 
occasion. 

GIDEON  LEE,  President. 
William  Mandeville,  ) Cl  . ^ 

Theodore  Dwight,  Jr.  J Secretaries. 


Photographed  from  the  New  York  Evening  Post 
of  Saturday,  December  15,  1832 


I 


FIRST  EXHIBITION 

of  the 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS  OF  THE  PUPILS 
OF  THE  NEW  YORK  INSTITUTION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

After  Seven  Months’  Instruction 


Thursday  evening,  December  13,  1832. 
at  the  City  Hotel 

♦ 


CHARACTERS 

Hon.  Gideon  Lee,  Mayor,  Chairman,  William  H.  Waring 


Alderman  Mandeville  and 

Theodore  Dwight,  Jr. 

Dr.  Samuel  Akerly 

President  of  the  Institution 


Secretaries 


Samuel  Wood  . . . 

and  Others,  Managers 

Dr.  John  D.  Russ,  Teacher 

John  Whitley,  14 

Charles  O’Connor,  12 

Patrick  Lane,  1 0 

Francis  Mon  yea,  10 

Michael  McGuire,  8 


Pupils 


William  Wodtke 
George  Young 


Harold  W.  Wright 
. Henry  Wodtke 


Bassett  W.  Hough 
Frederic  Neumann 
Eugene  Raniere 
Paul  Sauerland 
Jean  Dorf 
Fred  Yieni 


Company  of  very  select  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  including 

Hannah  Eddy  Mm  Gertrude  L.  Martin 

Moses  Allen Max  Helman 


II 


FANNY  CROSBY,  Poef  and  Hymnist 

CHARACTERS 

Fanny  Crosby  in  Serene  Old  Age,  1912 

Mm  Henrietta  A.  Grosback 

Rev.  S.  Trevena  Jackson,  her  Biographer,  Seth  W.  Hoard 


A MEMORY 

Fanny  Crosby  in  Active  Youth,  1854,  Mm  Helena  Klein 

Grover  Cleveland,  the  Youthful  Secretary, 

Clyde  L.  Downs 

Stephen  Babcock,  Teacher  of  Mathematics, 

Theodore  A.  Taferner 


III 

WILLIAM  BELL  WAIT,  Educator 

CHARACTERS 

William  Bell  Wait  (1872)  . . . . . Carl  Rice 

Stephen  Babcock  ....  Theodore  A.  Taferner 
Hannah  Babcock  ....  Miss  Florence  L.  Phelan 

Theodore  Thomas Bassett  W.  Hough 

Frederick  Fielding Robert  J.  Harvey 

A Pupil Benzion  Wax 


William  Bell  Wait  (1905) 


Carl  Rice 


IV 


BOYS  OF  TODAY,  1932 

A Group  of  Boys  in  Akerly  House 
IN  Their  Own  Persons 

Oliver  Compton,  Edwin  Jepson,  James  Chicachee,  Frank 
Smith,  Howard  Van  Duyne,  Max  Helman,  Raphael  Macil- 
laro,  Fred  Reeve,  Howard  Strickland,  George  Young 


V 

ONWARD  TO  THE  FUTURE 

TABLEAU 


A Teacher Miss  Ina  McMtcrray 

A Pupil Livia  Scrobe 

A Voice Helen  Nagy 


A REUNION  OF 

FORMER  PUPILS 


Thursday  afternoon,  M.arch  ij,  19^2 

at  two-thirty  o’clock 


Trogram 

Song  of  the  Alumni  Association  . Our  Alma  Mater 
Address:  The  World  of  Business 

Edward  L.  Mann,  188  5 

Address:  Anniversary  Exercises  in  My  Day 

Mrs.  Jane  Bennett  Carpenter,  1896 

Address:  The  Aims  and  Ideals  of  Our  School 

Robert  J.  Harvey,  1898 

Address:  The  Joyous  Life 

Miss  Theresa  Wood,  1906 

Address:  Making  One’s  Way  in  the  World 

Augustine  F.  Massa,  1919 


Followed  by  a repetition  of  the  Program  of 
W ednesday  evening 


mir  .•I'-ii  1.-7. 


